WHO   LEADS   LABOUR?
Indeed it was not till 1935 that he learned what it
feels like to be able to criticize without restraint. Yet
he has managed to acquire the reputation of being
the best Parliamentarian in his Party.
" Managed" is used, not because glib speech is in
any way foreign to his nature, but because he has
overcome one or two daunting physical disabilities.
His public may not know that he is sighted only in
one eye. But he can turn even this defect to advantage.
One feels one is joining him in a piece of documentary
research as he bends over his notes and peers at his
manuscript with his head and glasses held at a crooked
angle. But the business is not being done for effect:
only thus can he find his way down the paper before
him. And as he hurries along corridors with great
heavy strides his body shows itself to be less sym-
metrical than serviceable. Yet again this curiosity
attracts rather than repels. The impression is that of
a jaunty and good-natured personality who would be
bored by inactivity but is happy indeed if there are
plenty of problems to solve and obstinate chuckleheads
to persuade.
As he walks along he seems to be bent on some
perpetual errand. He has not wholly lost the character
of his boyhood. Who's Who informs the world that
after an elementary school he began his career as an
errand-boy. He then passed through the stages of
being a shop-assistant and a telephone operator. The
latter function would seem more natural than any
polite salesmanship. He would reject the maxim that
"the customer is always right," while the discovery of
new methods of correcting peccant subscribers would
appeal to his ingenuity. Finally we are told that he
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